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LET’S GO FLY...
I’m slightly ashamed to say that 
having marvelled at the eye-catching 
detail on this aeroplane the pessimist 
in me half expected the performance 
to be wanting. Something as pretty 
as this can’t possibly deliver in the 
air... Can it? Well, actually, it can. The 
fact is, Art-Tech’s Texan breezed 
through almost every stage of the 
fl ight test with fl ying colours. On the 
ground, for example, it displayed no 
tendency to nose over and could 
comfortably be navigated using the 
steerable tail wheel. Throttling up for 
take-off produced no noticeable 
torque swing, tracking was good and 
an abundance of power had her 
airborne in pretty short order. I was 
pleased about this, particularly as our 
winter strip, littered with frozen 
bumps, ruts and worm casts, is less 
than forgiving. Experience has taught 
me never to be over-confi dent about 
the security of retract mechanisms in 
foam aeroplanes, but this one 
handled the punishment well. Very 
little trim correction was required in 
the circuit – just a few clicks here and 
there – and at half power she cruised 
around at a beautifully sedate, 
Texan-like speed looking for all the 
world like... well... a Texan! This 
particular fact didn’t go unnoticed by 
the hardy clubmates who’d gathered 
on this cold winter day, indeed 
compliments were numerous. 

Personally, I found both the aileron 
and elevator controls very nicely 
harmonised and haven’t felt the need 
to alter any of my initial settings.

INSTANTLY AT HOME
I like to fl y a good half-dozen circuits 
before committing to photographic 
passes, yet this one felt so very 
comfortable that the camera crew 
were able to snap away almost 
immediately. In the event, then, this 
pretty little aeroplane turned, banked, 
climbed, dived, cruised past ‘dirty’, 
and looked absolutely terrifi c in the 

process. As three, four and then fi ve 
minutes were signalled on my timer 
and the prospect of landing began to 
fi gure in the equation, I took her up 
high for a stall test, which, I’ll be 
honest I fully expected to be a 
complete non-event. Not so. 
Interestingly, she will drop a wing if 
pushed and when it goes, it really 
goes! That said, provoking it is like 
selling ice to an Eskimo – you’ll really 
need to work at it. In many respects 
it’s quite nice to know the model’s not 
totally benign, for where would be 
the fun in that?

Another little test I was keen to try 
was the effect of deploying some 

fl ap. Here again I was pleasantly 
surprised to fi nd little or no change in 
trim. Sure, she gained a bit of altitude 
but reducing throttle soon put that 
right, after which she settled into 
suitably slower circuits.

By this time seven minutes had 
passed and I thought it wise to make 
an attempt at landing. Flaps, I 
decided, really weren’t necessary and 
with a fl ick of a switch the gear was 
lowered and a circuit initiated. All 
went well with the crosswind, 
downwind and base leg and as she 
turned to fi nals I don’t mind telling 
you she looked fabulous. There was 
nothing hasty or hurried about the 

An impressive level 
of detail, as I’m sure 
you agree.  

Even the decals are 
nicely applied and, 
once again, the 
detail is good.

Unlike cheaper 
foam models, 
Art-Tech uses crisp 
ABS mouldings to 
bring out scale 
features. This 
makes a huge 
difference.

Love the cockpit 
treatment. Seats, 
joysticks, instrument 
panels and that 
centre pylon all 
contribute to the 
overall effect.

TEXAN.indd   89TEXAN.indd   89 29/01/2013   15:1829/01/2013   15:18



90  |  RCM&E www.modelfl ying.co.uk  |  March 2013

KIT REVIEW  |  RTF scale warbird

fl ight, possibly more. So, three packs 
should be plenty for three very 
respectable sorties, or even six shorter 
ones. The pack sits in a preformed slot 
that’s directly in front of the pilot’s 
instrument panel and is accessed by 
removing the canopy – very quick and 
very easy. In order to achieve the 
recommended C of G, you’ll need to 
push it as far forward as it’ll go, 
although even then you may fi nd that 
a few grams of self-adhesive lead are 
required. I certainly did and, in an 
attempt to get these as far forward as 
possible, stuck them to the fuselage, 
beneath the cowl and out of sight. The 
recommended balance point is 75 
– 85mm behind the root leading edge 
(the wing, not the projecting wheel 
well) and, to Art-Tech’s credit, the 
80mm I settled on seems just right.

What else do you need to know? 
Er... Oh yes, retracts! Oddly, these 
aren’t supplied as standard, the model 
being packaged with a simple plug-in 
set of fi xed piano wire legs. When 
installed these look identical to the 
retracts and include both the clip-on 
scale oleos and the leg fairings. Now, 
given that this isn’t a fi ghter, I reckon 
you could almost get away with the 
fi xed undercarriage. However, since 
the retracts cost just £35, you’re 
kind-of committed. You’ve gotta have 
‘em. Cunning, is what I call it. So, it’s 

approach, instead the Texan looked 
safe, assured and elegant. Crossing 
the threshold steady as a rock I 
reduced the power to about quarter, 
added a gnat’s whisker of up and 
prepared for the fl are. When you fl y 
this model you’ll realise that it 
doesn’t like to be hurried. It’ll land in 
its own time when it’s good and 
ready, all the pilot need do is use 
throttle to adjust the height, keep the 
wings straight and level, and prepare 
to pile on some elevator at the last 
minute. Juicy three-pointers are the 
result, followed by a smug feeling of 
satisfaction as the model kisses the 
ground and rolls to a stop.

As I’m sure you can tell, I genuinely 
enjoy fl ying this model, not only 
because it looks good in the air, but 
also because it makes my fl ying look 
good. The fact is, I haven’t a bad 
word to say about it, moreover I’ve 
just ordered another two of Century’s 
Power-Tech 3s Li-Pos ready for the 
spring when I start fl ying her in 
earnest. Why wait? Well, solid as 
those retracts appear, there’s no 
doubt that subjecting them to our 
frozen winter patch is like thrashing a 
sports car (fi rm suspension) down a 
country lane fi lled with pot holes. It’s 
uncomfortable and it’s asking for 
trouble. The model’s far too nice for 
that. What it deserves is the motoring 

equivalent of a brand new road; some 
short, freshly cut and rolled spring 
grass. Cor, I can almost smell it! 

     
NUMBERS GAME
Okay, best I give you a few numbers 
before I get told off for waffl ing. At 51” 
span, i.e. not very large, Art-Tech’s 
AT-6 is perfectly suited to a good-old 
3s 2200mAh Li-Po. Cruising round at 
about 1/2 throttle one of these will 
give you a very comfortable 10 minute 

Dropping the gear 
makes no 

difference to the 
trim state and, 

surprisingly, neither 
does deploying fl ap.

At £35 a set the 
retracts are a bit of 
a no-brainer. They 

fi t and work 
beautifully, by the 

way.

Given the very fi ne 
levels of detail on 
this model, these 
sticky-tape servo 

covers are a bit 
disappointing. 

The exhaust is a 
small touch but so 

very effective.
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Name:  AT-6 Texan

Model type:   Scale ready-to-fl y

Manufactured by:  Art-Tech

UK distributor:  Century UK 
 Tel. 01795 437056
 www.centuryuk.com

RRP:  £169.99 (RTF less Rx and Li-Po)
 £109.99 (airframe only) 

Wingspan:  51” (1300mm)

Wing area:  408sq. in.

All-up weight:  3 lb

Wing loading:  16.9oz / sq. ft.

Functions (servos):   Aileron (2); elevator (1); 
rudder (1); tail wheel steering 
(1); flaps (2); throttle (via ESC); 
retracts (electric)

Power system:   ST3511 760Kv outrunner; 11 x 8” 
prop; 3s 2200mAh Li-Po; 30 amp 
speed controller

DATAFILE

Quality:

Assembly:

Flying:

Poor Acceptable Excellent

Easy Intermediate Diffi cult

Novice Improver Experienced

not really a £170 kit. It’s actually going 
to cost £205, but I wouldn’t let that put 
you off, the model’s worth it.

  
THERE’S MORE!
Now, should you fi nd that you’ve still 
got money burning a hole in your 
pocket, you’ll be delighted to hear 
that the spending doesn’t have to end 
there. Oh no. You can keep going! But 
what, I hear you say, could possibly 
be left to buy? In a word: sound! Aye, 
Art-Tech seems to have secured a bit 
of a fi rst in that it’s now offering an 
electronic Pratt & Whitney sound 
system. Alas, the pre-wired circuit 
board and speaker arrived just a little 
too late to make this review, but rest 
assured, I’ll be fi tting it shortly and 
telling you if it’s any good. It’s quite 
exciting, really.

  
OTHER STUFF
I’m ashamed to say that I didn’t look 
at the recommendations for control 
surface movements and simply 
dialled in what I thought looked right. 
You see, having checked the forecast 
one evening and noticed a three or 
four hour weather window the 
following morning, I found myself up 
till 1am plugging wing panels 
together, screwing in retracts, stuffi ng 
wires into small spaces and charging 
batteries. Anyway, having diligently 
checked the C of G I totally forgot the 
control movements and was forced to 
busk it at the fi eld. As it is, the 
following have proven perfect with, 
incidentally, no exponential.

  
Aileron:  10mm each way, 

measured at the tip.
Elevator:  20mm each way, 

measured at the furthest 
rearward point.

Rudder: 35mm each way.

One fi nal thing before I go. 
Supplied with my kit was an 

addendum to the instructions that 
suggests epoxy gluing the outboard 
wing panels to the main spar and 
centre-section. I’m lead to believe 
this was incorporated as a result of 
problems that were experience with 
early production models. Now, it 
could be that I’m missing something 
crucial but, personally, I don’t see a 
need to glue this lot together. On my 
model the wing panels, spar and 
centre-section are a very cosy fi t 
indeed and, when secured with the 
four locking screws, really don’t 
appear to need glue. What’s more, 
given that the centre-section wing 
panel features a small circuit board 
that accepts the plugs for the aileron 
and fl ap servo, plus the lights, it’s 
perfectly clear that the model was 
designed to be quickly and easily 
disassembled. Gluing the whole 
wing together would, of course, 
mean forever sealing-in the small 
PCB and the servo plugs. I chose not 
to do it and haven’t yet regretted the 
decision. Time will tell.

FAN CLUB
Before owning this model I’d have 
classed myself as a casual fan of 
Art-Tech’s scale range. Now, however, 
I fear I’ve become a groupie! I’m 
genuinely impressed with this one: 
it’s well designed, everything 
functions as it should, there’s ample 
power, it’s easy to fl y, it looks terrifi c 
and, who knows, it may even sound 
good. It’s certainly the best foam 
scale model I’ve yet seen and if this is 
an example of how rubber aeroplanes 
might develop in the future, bring 
‘em on I say. Wonderful.

Look at the model 
like this and you 
have to wonder why 
we don’t see more 
ARTF Texans.

When you fl y this 
model you’ll realise 
that it doesn’t like to 
be hurried. It’ll land 
in its own time 
when it’s good and 
ready.
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