KIT REVIEW
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Art-Tech have got
evenything rght
here, the carbon
effect canopy and
metal hub folding
orop being just two
gxamples.

Usz of the ffaps fsn't
compulsary
although they do
slow the modal vary
nicaly.

The decals aren't
necessarily to my
taste, but you can't
deny they're bright!

32 | RCMBE

DIAMONDIndD 32

there's no need for fumbling about
cutting out stickers and attempting to
apply them, wrinkle-fres, over a
curved surface - a real plus point as
far as I'm concerned! As if that's not
enough, all tha sarvos and leads ara
pre-installed, as is the brushless
outrunner motor and folding prop.
Power comes from a 4s 14.8Y
2500mAh Li-Po, feeding a 2.4GHz Rx
and 604 ESC. One pleasant surprisa

PETE LOWE PUTS ART-
TECH'S READY TO FLY
EPO FOAMIE THROUGH
ITS PACES

glider package, vou'll be hard-

pushed to find anything more
complete than Art-Tech's Diamaond
2600. When confronted with such a
comprehensive model it makes you
realise just how far the hobby has
coma over tha last couple of dacades.
Truth to tell, you could almost arrive at
the patch straight from your favourite
modelling emporium, assemble the
contents of the box and start flying.
But what do you get for your hard-
earned two-hundred and fifty quid?

COMPLETE

Moulded from high quality EPO foam,
the airframe has a scale feel about it
with proportions that are very
aesthetically pleasing. The 101"
(2660mm) span wing is a two piece
item, allowing the maodel to fit quite
easily into the average family car, Tha
decals have been factory fitted, so

Df you're looking for a total R/C

®
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on the R/C frontis the servo slow
feature that's applied to the flap
cantrol, this making flap transition
vary smooth indeed. Nical

It wasn't so long ago that 2.4GHz
R/C was vary expensive but that's not
the case now and, accordingly, the
quality of the Tx supplied here is
impraessive. You might be expecting a
cheap park flyer type unit but what
you'll find is a proper 6-channel job.
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A mains charger is also included,
indeed this is the anly thing
pravanting you going straight from
shop to flying patch, unless, of
course, thera's a 240V source nearby.
Incidentally, in the {likely) event of
your fiying field not having mains
power available, UK distributor
Century UK market a suitable field
charger for just £39.99, so you might
want to budget far ane.
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...IHE FLAPS ARE A REAL WiNNER, iNDEED iN GLIDER
MODE THEY SLOW THE MODEL T0 WALKING PACE. ..

Right then, let's have a look at
what needs to be done to get her
flight ready.

TAKE ME HOME

In the opening paragraph | alluded to
this model being almost a ‘buy and
fly* praduct. Well, note that | said
‘almaost’| Whilst assembly is
extremely simple, it's best done in the
comfart and suppaortive surroundings
of your modelling den rather than on
the back seat of your car!

Such is its simplicity, theres not
raally much to say about putting this
one together, indeed the 26-page
instruction manual is very
comprehensive with good diagrams,
50 you really shouldn't have any
problems. Essentially all you have to
dois install the ESC, fix the tailplana
with two bolts, plug the winas
together using the steel joining tube
provided, plug in the servo
connections, charge the flight battery
and check that all the controls maove
in the right direction. Everything was
correct on my version, including the
control throws, but don’t assume that
yours is so. Check to make sura.

One thing you must check is the C
of G, the lacation of which is specified
in the instructions, Mind you, it's not
difficult, in fact mowving the Li-Po was
enough to adequately balance the
review model.
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HAVIN’ A LARF!

There's much unintentional humour
within the instructions, for they
appear to be a direct literal translation
from the model’s land of arigin. For
example, when charging from a car
socket, we're instructed to, ‘'connect
the cigarette with charger’, and when
charging the Li-Po are told, ‘'don't put
the battery near flammable material
to avoid fire', Fortunately, ta
overcome any anomalies hare,
Century UK has added its own Li-Po
safety sheat.

HONESTY - BEST POLICY

Kit reviewers are sometimes accused
of favouritism, indeed it's even been

A battery shift is all
vou'lf naad to
achieve the correct
centre of gravity.

This direct drive
method is a
sensible way of
moving the elavarar,

suggested to me that we're presented
with specially prepared models rather
than just random, off-tha-shelf
packages. Well, rest assured these
comments are just not trug, RCM&E
reviewers speak as they find and,
indeed, | found a few niggles with my
Diamond 2500, For example, the
tallplane should be secured with two
baolts, howeaver my kit contained just
the one. Now these are quite long, so
if you lose one don't expect to just
grab a replacement from your spares
box. I'm sure the omission from my

Tha main whael is
anathar nice toveh
thar spares the
fuselage underside
on rough landing
sites,

Power from the
spstem isn'tin
doult, indeed this
big madel is
impressivaly
manosuvrable.
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KIT REVIEW

Given that its one of
Art-Toch's first EPO
models, the guality
of the moulding is
mostimpressive,
Mote the ply
rainforcement
within the tafl skid,

As you can see, Art-

| Electric motor glider

particular kit was an isolated case and

Tech's Dramondis  that you'll get two bolts with yours,
anattractive  but pratect them with your life and
well-proportioned  beware the long grass| One disturbing
model that's just the  problem concernad the rudder horn
ticketfor  which, as supplied, was loose. Here,
intermediate or  the foam had to be reinforced locally
experienced fyers before | could obtain a secure fixing.
seeking & pleasant  In addition, the metal wing and fin
change of pace.  dowels had sharp edges, the latter
providing an ideal opportunity for the
servo wire to chafe where it passes
through the tail section. The final
niggle was that the wires of the
three-strand servo extension leads in
the wing have a different colour code
from the servo wires and can be fitted NOWHERE TO RUN afternoon this model would thermal.
either way around! So, if, after So, cutting to the chase, how does Alag, with the weather the way itis,
connecting up the servos, you find the she fly? Well, to start with, the |"ve still some time to wait before |
control surface doesn't oparate, you'll less-athletic reader will be please to can explore that particular avenue,
need to reversa the connection. hear that there's no need to run in The model sits very comfartably in
Mow, fortunataly, Mark Tilbury, arder 1o get the Diamaond away. Rest the air and there's a terrifically
managing director of Century UK, is assured the thrust from the motor is harmonised feel to the controls. Once
like his father, a traditional modaller such that sha'll fly out of your hand airborna you can't see the foam finish
of many years standing and keen to without any problem, Once away and she takes on the appearance of a
get things right. Anyway, | zha’'ll climb happily on less than full moulded glider. Start to push the Tx
My Miamond flew  understand through the grapevine throttle and | guarantee you’ll be sticks a bit further and she'll respond
straight from the  that the aforementioned minor impressed with her rate of ascent. with lovely, smooth aerobatics - a

box and required no
trim changes.

problems have been duly noted and
will probably ba sorted by the time
you read this, It's also very interesting
{heard through the same grape-

Don't expect unlimited vertical

performance but do expect and
authoritative climb at angles in
excess of 60°. Most impressive!

pleasant change from the sharp,
gyratory action of 3D modals so oftan
sean at the patch. Use the motor to
create large, round, slow loops, and

Gone are the days  growing foliage) that the Diamond My first flight required zero trim delight in majestic rolls as the big
whan ATF models 2500 is apparently one of Mark's changes, so | can confirm that she wing gracafully scribes its way
were supplied with  favourite models. Apparently he flies actually flew straight from the box. through the air. Mark my words, a
a second-rate. his example whenever possible and Although the test flights were carried wing-over is a real picture, tool
transmitter; This  regularly achieves 40 minute sorties out on a cold winter's day | was fully In my opinion the flaps are a
unitis excellent.  from a normal flat field! aware that on a good hot summer winner, indeed in glider mode they
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slow the madel to walking pace, and
when depioyed for landing the
approach is 5o slow she hardly rolls
at 81l on har single-whaal ufe.

DIAMOND BUY

Initially | weag & Hitle put off by some
of the minor probiems | encountered
but, & mentioned above, Century UK
are on top of things st your scnmgle
should ba just fine, Aimed at
intarmediate-to-axparienced Myars,
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th Diprminnd 2500 ks without doubt o
great modal. And whan you congidar
what you get for your money, she's
vary raasenably priced, Oh, gnd that's
mal just my opinion. Clubrmate Andy
Bowall is a traditicnal builder and
modal fHer with heaps of sxperienca
covering many different flying
disciplines. Ha bowght his awn
Diarnond, brings it to the patch
reguiarly end it puts a amile on his
face ewery Lime he Tlies il
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DATAFILE

Model type:
Manufacturad by
UK distributor:

Diamond 2500
Electric motor glidar
ArtTach

Century UK. Tel. 01785 437068
wwwLcanturyuk.com

£248.99
1017 (ZEEDmMm)

5.49sq, ft, (0550, m}

4 It 3oz {1.9kg)

11301 / 8. fi {3.5kg /59, m)

ALT20 hr:.rr.hlﬂi. outTURnnRr; 45
14.8% 2500mAh Li-Po; 604 ESC
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