
Feature

The editor tests this classic style 3-channel 1180 mm span trainer model 
from Art-Tech

WALTZ
400 CLASS ARF

The Waltz is of a classic vintage 
design and shape, while our review 
sample was thoughtfully painted in 
typical styling of the 1950s and ‘60s 

with scalloped painted wing and empennage 
leading edges. The curvaceous fuselage with 
wing mounting pod is moulded in rugged 
Epoflexy foam and comprises of a hollow 
GRP boom that runs from the motor, down 
the full length of the model and to which the 
fin and stabiliser will be attached. The wing 
mount pod is strengthened internally with a 

tough tubular mounting system to which the 
whole internal sub-assembly provides the 
overall strength and reliability of the model. 
A black plastic canopy/hatch is held front 
and rear with magnets. A pair of carbon rod 
undercarriage legs are fitted with aluminium 
axles to which the wheel hubs with foam 
tyres are attached and held with Nyloc nuts. 
The legs are ‘handed’ with flattened ends 
that simply slide into 
the fuselage. The 
brushless bell motor 

is housed at the front of the fuselage and is 
easily accessed with a removable plastic cowl 
held with three screws. A 7" x 6" plastic prop is 
fitted, with a neat and stylish chromed plastic 
prop finishing off the front-end. The cowl has 
a chin air inlet for cooling. A spare prop is 
also thoughtfully supplied. Inside the fuselage 
are fitted two 9 gram servos with pushrods 
running into the GRP boom.

A simple model to assemble with few parts and tools includedA delightfully smooth model to fly
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The wings, also moulded in Epoflexy 
foam, feature a triple dihedral angle with 
oval-shaped wingtips. The two panels slide 
together with key slots and are of a good tight 
fit. These are held in place on the parasol-
style wing mount with two 4 mm nylon bolts 
(30 mm at the front and 20 mm at the rear).

A well-detailed A5 illustrated manual is also 
supplied (in proper English) with clear photos 
for guidance of assembly and operation, and 
spare parts if needed.

Assembly
The instructions suggest fitting the 

undercarriage first; these simply slide into 
the fuselage mount and are removable if 
required. No mention of gluing here, but as 
the legs in my kit were a loose fit I decided 
to add a small drop of UHU-por contact 
adhesive to make sure they didn’t fall out in 
flight.

The fin, tailplane and tail skid were next 
and this is a bit fiddly; the fin has a plastic 
plate mounted on the bottom that allows the 

stabiliser to be attached. This unit is then 
positioned over the boom with holes. The wire 
tailskid is positioned on the lower surface and 
two plastic headed 2 mm x 19 mm screw-
type pins, are then screwed with fingers 
through the stabiliser and into the fin plate, 
locking it all together. On assembly I found 
the tailplane alignment to be lop-sided, so 
some gentle twisting 
of the boom soon 
corrected this. The 
wing was then fitted 
with the two nylon 
screws supplied 
and alignment was 
double-checked and 
found to be spot on.

The control 
wires have plastic 
clevises, and these 
were attached to the 
corresponding horns 
on elevator and 
rudder.

Radio Fitment
The space provided under the canopy is 

very tight with the servos mounted each side 
of the fuselage and the ESC at the bottom, 
so I elected to fit a small Multiplex RX-5 light 
M-LINK receiver in-between the two servos 
on its edge, while the 2S 1300 mAh LiPo is 
positioned forwards in the space provided 
and just fits with the canopy refitted.

Checking the radio I found that both the 
servos squealed (or what I thought was 
servo strain) when at full throw, but on close 
inspection noted that both the wire pushrods 
were rubbing on the edge of the slot cut into 
the GRP tube. A little time spent ‘fettling’ 
the GRP tube soon had sufficient clearance 
and silent running servos. The C of G was 
set to 75 mm behind the wing leading edge 
as recommended (between 70 and 80 mm 
recommended in the manual) for starters… 
so, it’s now time to fly!

Tail feather parts are simple to assemble

Small areas of the tube slot were filed to 
allow unrestricted servo movement

Overlander 2S 1300 mAh LiPo fits neatly 
under the canopy

The Waltz lifts off with little effort

Two finger screws lock the tail skid and 
empennage together The wing panels interlock together

Keyed undercarriage legs push into the fuselage Author used a small Multiplex 5-channel Rx that just fits
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untidy turns and need quick reactions on the 
controls, however the nature of the design 
with the polyhedral wings will aid comfortable 
flying at all times provided you treat it well 
and take command gently – just like a good 
dancing partner!

We tried a loop and this was easily 
executed with full power in a shallow 
dive and easing back on the elevator; the 
model climbs well in the loop and reducing 
the power over the top results in a gently 
downward leg and pulling gently at the 
bottom to level out. The barrel roll was not so 
exciting, and needs to be worked on to make 
it happen. Stall turns and wing overs are a 
breeze to fly and when it comes time to land 
the Waltz will descend gently to land on track 
with little effort.

Dancing in the Skies
We were lucky with the weather and took 

the opportunity to fly on a calm and sunny 
mid-summer evening with very little wind. 
These conditions seemed ideal for the light 
weight of the Waltz at only 420 grams.

There seemed to be plenty of power, so an 
attempt at a take-off from grass was made, 
and successfully achieved in just a short 
distance, and the little Waltz climbed away 
sedately.

Now we have to remember that this is 
not an outright aerobatic sports model; 
it performs well as a gentle flyer with the 
occasional loop thrown in. Gentle throttle use 
is called for and light on the controls, and the 
Waltz will gracefully dance around the skies 
with ease. It you try to go fast it will result in Specification

MODEL INFORMATION
Name: Waltz 400 Class 
Manufacturer: Art-Tech R/C Hobby
Distributor: Century UK
Price UK: £99.95
Model Type: Vintage style
Motor: BM2408-21 80 Watt brushless
ESC: 10 A brushless
Battery Rec.: 2S (7.4 V) 1300 mA 20C 
LiPo
Battery used: Overlander 2S (7.4 V) 
1300 mA 30C Supersport LiPo
Construction: Epoflexy foam

R/C FUNCTIONS
Two 9 g servos fitted
1: Elevator
2: Rudder
3: Throttle (ESC)

SPEC.
Wingspan: 1180 mm (46½") 
Wing Area: 19.5 dm²
Wing Loading: 21.5 g/dm²
Length: 916 mm (36⅛")
Weight: 420 g (14.8 oz)

Contacts
Century UK 
www.centuryuk.com  
01795 437056Landing the Waltz is as easy as 1-2-3!

generated at BeQRious.com

Showing off the classic 
polyhedral wings

Nice and gentle as the vintage looking model passes by Increase the power and she climbs away with ease

“ will gracefully dance 
around the skies ”

Summing Up
The Art-Tech Waltz ARF is a superb little 

classic-looking aeroplane with a modern twist 
that brings back memories of yesteryear. It 
has superb slow flying capabilities and is a 
gentle model to fly, and is capable of basic 
aerobatics and lengthy flights of around 12+ 
minutes. The only downside that I did find was 
that the paint around the canopy started to 
come away after several removal and fitments 
of the canopy, due to handling. Apart from this 
the model is great for beginners and value for 
money at under £100.00, and simply requires 
your own Rx, LiPo and Tx. Q&EFI
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